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flesh against spirit, and setting nature in defiance
of the God of nature ; and this by secretly corre-
sponding with some of theworst and vilest abandoned
wretches that he can find; instructing them, and
teaching them his own methods, and so making
them traitors to their own kind; drawing them in
to engage with him in ruining the souls and bodies
of others, and concerting measures with these cor-
rupted instruments, whose principles he has first
debauched, that they may act and do for him, and
in his name, all the mischief which he finds it is
not for his purpose to do himself.

While he thus lies behind the curtain himself,
and is not seen, or at least not publicly, he cor-
responds most punctually with these agents, em-
powering and directing them, by a great variety of
hellish arts and contrivances, to work wonders,
amuse and impose upon mankind, and carry on all
his affairs for him. And this is that we call the black
art, and so I am come back to my text.

If it be true that the Devil is the prince of the
air, then he can form tempests in it, can poison and
infect it so, as that all creatures, human as well as
sensitive and vegetable, should perish in it; but as
he is yet a prince under limitations and restrictions,
so he can exert no more power than he has; and
when his human agents, who are therein worse
devils than himself, would be for conflagrations,
and general destruction, he wisely, or rather cun-
ningly, puts them off, and diverts them, without
telling them, or giving them room to think, that he
really has not power himself to enable them.

It is impossible to close this article of the magi-
cians' power being limited, without an agreeable re-
flection upon the modern furies of our age, your
party leaders, and politic scheme-makers; what
merry work they would make in the world, if the
Devil, their head engineer, was not limited, and